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Multimodal assignments are simply assignments 
that require students to �nd, create, and 
incorporate non-text elements (e.g., images, 
infographics, videos) to comprise more than one 
mode of communication. 

The value, from my perspective, is that in 
producing multimodal essays, students engage 
their topic on multiple levels. This is 
ampli�ed when they are required to work in 
teams to synthesize their perspectives, select 
and decide together what non-text elements to 
create, determine how best to organize the 
material, and produce a �nished product. 

Work sessions in class were 
high-energy events, with robust 
discussions and active learning. 
WordPress and Atavist each 
have trade-o�s, but I have 
found Atavist to be a bit more 
         user-friendly. 

Feel free to contact me:
      yorker@jmu.edu

Savior Siblings and Cloning

The Class Website: http://sites.jmu.edu/elsi-biotech

The Class
Ethical, Legal, and Social 
Implications of Biotechnology

Students: Upper div biotech 
majors + ISAT/biotech 
concentrators
Learning Objectives: 
Understand and apply ethical 
philosophies and principles
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The Resources
Take advantage of resources 
that support digital assignments. 
I took an LET workshop on 
multimodal storytelling. 
Instructional designers 
provided resources for the class 
and I also applied for a 
DigiComm media fellow, who 
helped out in class.

The Technologies
Select technologies based on 
your students and learning 
objectives. Google docs are 
useful for student collaboration, 
and WordPress and Atavist are 
good for final presentation. 
WordPress, Atavist, Google, 
Piktochart, Canva, Story Map, 
YouTube, PowToon

The Assignment
In response to an essay prompt, 
students individually drafted 
multimodal essays in Google 
Docs. Then they worked in their 
teams to synthesize their 
respective approaches, design a 
digital page (Wordpress or 
Atavist), and develop a single 
multimodal essay for their team.


