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Originally
I had come to Kirov,
a Russian town 900 km away
from Moscow, to research self-sufficiency
practices for my MA in Visual Anthropology
(Kuen & Snigirev 2017, 2018).
Spontaneously I accepted the hunting invitation
of my host and followed him and his friends to
the forest which they inhabit as often as possible.
Amused by my ethnographic interest, but also a
little proud, the men showed me their forest camp.
Oleg, Vladimir and Kostya actually lead
ordinary city lives. But why did those city
dwellers love to go hunting so much?
I was curious to understand their way of
relating to the forest. Though seemingly
just ‘out in the wild’, this refuge seemed
to be a response to political, economic
and historical entanglements
(see Tsing 2015).

Because Oleg grew up in the city
he did not know much about

an animal

killing

in the beginning.

Over time, he absorbed the philosophy
that one always

eats up

the entire
animal.

Whenever Oleg hunts a beaver now,
he makes canned meat out of it and also
caters his friends.

»Today I went stalking
and attracted a bird.
I was excited because I
knew that it would come
over to me.
We started talking with
each other.
I didn't even want to

kill

it.

I just enjoy that I can
talk to it and that it
reacts to me.«
Oleg

In fact, the men
often follow

animal traces
rather out of

curiosity

In conversations
with the hunters, it
became clear
that being out with

than with
real hunting
ambition.

friends,

They actually
spend much time

and

eating

well, drinking much

picking
mushrooms
on

.

noticing the
presence of
the forest’s
beings is more
important to them
than a successful
hunt.

»In the forest, money and
all these documents
are of no importance.
You

have 100 Rubles,

and I have 10 Rubles

- we are equals «
.

Vladimir

In the following years I accompanied Oleg,
Vladimir and Kostya another three times.
It seems that

beyond the reach of the
state the forest fosters a sense of
distance and security
for them
- a personal space of freedom
disentangled from political or economic
disruptions.
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