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Resisting the Spectacle of Reclamation 

• Remediation as ‘making better’, renders mine closure a 
regulatory afterthought (Dance, 2015; Vivoda et. al. 2019)

• “Rendered Technical” – Obscuring the socio-economic and 
cultural impacts of remediation (Li, 2007)

• Extractive Remediation: accumulation by perpetual 
dispossession/toxicity (Liboiron et. al. 2018; Keeling and Sandlos, 
2018)

• Caring and taking accountability for extractive pasts/presents 
(Tsosie, 2015) 



Community-based, 
anti-colonial Approach

• Working for Ross River Dena Council, Elders 
Council

• Review of the Faro Remediation Plan and 
bi-weekly Technical Review Committee 
meetings

• Interviews, archival work and  “studying up”

• Planting trees as action-based research 





The Cyprus Anvil Mine

• Lead-zinc mine, operating from 1969-1999

• Became a federal contaminated site in 2000

• 70 million of tons of acid-generating tailings, 
320 million tones of acidic waste rock

• Unceded Kaska Dena territory

• Now in the YESAA  process Dege Fonds, Yukon Archives, Construction of the Cyprus Anvil Mine, 1960s



The Faro Remediation Project

• “Keeping Clean Water Clean”
• Water collection, water treatment and the 

covering of waste

• The Faro Factor

• Impact assessment, remediation and 
significance of harm versus benefit





The Faro Curse

”The environmental chaos from the excavation of the open-
pit mine, the dumping of over-burden and the deposition of 

tailings on land steeped in family and cultural history has also 
resulted in deep emotions from a sense of dispossession.” 

(RRDC, 1992, p. 119)

“The visits represent informal community monitoring –
keeping an eye on the changes with the intention of 

reclaiming it when the conditions required for serious land 
use recover.” 

(RRDC, p. 157)

Dena Cho’s revegetation and plant monitoring training at Faro, Aug 2020



'Residual adverse effects’:
Living with and caring for toxic legacies

“Residual adverse effects caused by previous mining activity at 
the Faro Mine Site provide important context for assessing the 

effects of the project and are discussed within component 
sections, where appropriate; however, they are not part of the 

Project, but contribute to existing conditions.” 
(RR1-33, CIRNAC’s Response to Ross River Dena Council’s Review of the Faro 

Remediation Project, 2021)

“These legacy issues are likely to interact with project activities 
that may result in potential adverse effects to a number of 

VESECs [valued components]. First Nation comment 
submissions have emphasized the importance of considering 

legacy issues in the effects assessment” 
(YESAB, Preliminary Scope of Assessment, June 2021, p. 2)

Photo: Josh Barichello, August 2020



• Blurring the scope of remediation projects

• Refusal and resistance to assessment 
processes

• “Unreconciliation”: holding space for 
different kinds of relationships/reclamations

• Tree planting as community-based 
reclamation

Photo: Caitlynn Beckett, Planting S’te on Tse Zul, June 2021

Experimenting with, rejecting 
and reframing remediation  



An ethics of remediation and ‘holding 
together’ contaminated landscapes 

• Anti-colonial redistribution of expertise

• Remedial care as perpetual questioning and 
experimenting
• ‘holding together’ rather than containment and control

• An ‘ethics of remediation’ and Indigenous 
Environmental Justice 

Katie Douglas, Violence on our Land, Violence on our Bodies, 2016
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