


The American university is aa uaachron1•. It no long.-i- meets the needs 

of today'a students as they stl'Uggle f01.' self-identity amidst the confusion 

and complexity of OUl' world. It has failed to m.eet the demands and the chal• 

lengee of a society etruggling to deal with the realities of the twentieth 

oentury--war. racism, illiteracy. nuclear pOW91', and population growth. 

In erder that we might: bettex- understand the failUN of the univez-eity. 

let us examine the goals, utbods, and conaequenoes of the present uniftl"sity 

atyle of_ educa-tian. 

We WOllld distinguish two goals of d:le..ed.\\oational pl'OC&SS. The first 

is aociaUzation--the preparing and shaping of the student flX' a productive 

and stable life in society as it presently exists. Achieving this goal of 

education Nquires that the atudent l.earn to accept and support all the 

presupposi'tions•-aoclal, economic, and poUtical--upon which the society 

is baaed. It gives the student atti"tudes which 81.'e appl'Opriate of the put 

but not for the futuN. The second goal of education is a revolutionary 

one--the preparation of students fOl' participation in the neve!'-encling task 

of reshaping the society. The atwlent must develop the capacity to criticise 

the postul.ates and value presuppositions of the culture in which he lives. 

Thia is a very difficult task, far the pmwt!cular patterning of knowledge and 

perceptiori brought about by socialization obscures those very postulates 

which must be examined. Nevertheless, if a society is to survive. its members 

IIU8t be able to identify areas of obsolescence as they arise within the society. 

Students, therefol'e, lllUSt learn to analyze changes in ccmdi1:iona in order to 

determine whether changes in the society's patterns of thinking and in its 

atructures are necessary. 






















